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CURRICULUM VITAE 
 

NAME:  Patricia McGovern Sweeney 

CITIZENSHIP: USA 

BUSINESS ADDRESS: 130 DeSoto Street 
Crabtree Hall A-734 
Pittsburgh, PA 15261 
Phone: 412-383-2231 
Fax:     412-383-2228 
E-mail: sweeneyp@edc.pitt.edu 

 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

 
Undergraduate 

1974 – 1978 
 
 
 
1989 - 1992 
 

Youngstown State University 
Youngstown, Ohio 
 
Youngstown State University 
Youngstown, Ohio 

Associate Degree in 
Applied Science, 
1978  
 
Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing, 1992 

Nursing 
 
 
 
Nursing 

Graduate 

2001 - 2002 University of Pittsburgh Graduate 
School of  Public Health 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

Master of Public 
Health, 2003 

Health Policy and 
Management 

1999 - 2003 University of Pittsburgh School of 
Law 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
 
University of Pittsburgh School of 
Law 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

Juris Doctor,  2003 
 
 
 
Certificate in the 
Advanced Study of 
Health Law, 2003 

Law 
 
 
 
Law 

 
 
 

APPOINTMENTS AND POSITIONS 

Academic 
4/2006 - 
present 

JD/MPH joint degree  
GSPH Director 

Department of Health Policy and Management, 
Graduate School of Public Health 
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University of Pittsburgh  
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

01/02/08 - 
present 

Associate Director for Law and 
Policy  

Center for Public Health Practice 
Graduate School of Public Health  
University of Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

3/1/2007 to 
present 

Assistant Professor Department of Health Policy and Management, 
Graduate School of Public Health 
Center for Public Health Practice 
University of Pittsburgh  
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

09/01/05 - 
present 

Co-Director for Legal 
Preparedness Program  

Center for Public Health Preparedness  
University of Pittsburgh  
Graduate School of Public Health  
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

4/2005 – 
2/28/2007 

Research Assistant Professor Department of Health Policy and Management, 
Graduate School of Public Health 
Center for Public Health Practice 
University of Pittsburgh  
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

9/2003 – 
4/2005 

Visiting Assistant   Professor  Department of Health Policy and Management, 
Graduate School of Public Health 
Center for Public Health Practice 
University of Pittsburgh  
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

Non-Academic 
2002-2003 Legal researcher and   policy 

analyst  
University of Pittsburgh Center for Public Health 
Practice Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

2002 Law Clerk Mahoning County Court of Common Pleas, 
Mahoning County, Ohio 

2001 Legal Intern Allegheny County 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

2001 Legal Intern  United States Attorney, Western District of 
Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

2000 Intern University of Pittsburgh Center for Bioethics and 
Health Law 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

1998 - 2000 Project Co-coordinator Mahoning County Comprehensive Strategy. 
Mahoning County Court of Common Pleas – 
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Juvenile Division 
Mahoning County, Ohio 

1996 - 1998 RN Case Manager Medical Case Management of America 
Boardman, Ohio 

1992 - 1995 Home Care Director Visiting Nurse Association and Hospice of 
Northeast Ohio 
Warren, Ohio 

1984 – 1989 Director of Nursing Dacas Nursing Systems, Inc. 
Boardman, Ohio 
Dacas Nursing Support Systems, Inc. 
Boardman, Ohio 
Now dba Celtic Homecare 

1979 - 1981 RN Staff Nurse St. Elizabeth Health Center 
Youngstown, Ohio  
Now dba Humility of Mary Health Partners 

 
CERTIFICATION AND LICENSURE 

Registered Nurse State Board of Nursing Ohio License Number: 
RN-159293 

 
MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES 

2003 – present American Bar Association 

2002 – present American Society of Law, Medicine, and Ethics 

2004 – present 1978 – 1994 American Nurses Association 

2004 – present Academy Health  

2003 – present Public Health Law Association 

2003 – present Pennsylvania Public Health Association 

2001 – present American Public Health Association 

 
 

HONORS 

2009 Nominee – Craig Award in Teaching Excellence 

University of Pittsburgh Graduate School of Public Health 
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2009 University of Pittsburgh Honors Convocation, Faculty Academic Award  

2008 Distinguished Alumna Award – Youngstown State University  

Bitonte College of Health and Human Services-Department of Nursing  

2008 Delta Omega Honorary Society in Public Health, University of Pittsburgh 

2006 Champion of Public Health Award  Ohio State University  College of Public Health 

2006 Sigma Theta Tau International - Nursing Honor Society   

2005 University of Pittsburgh Honors Convocation, Faculty Academic Award 

2004 National Public Health Leadership Network – Balderson Award Runner Up 

2004 Faculty Scholar Award for Public Health. Pfizer, Inc.  

2004 Ohio Public Health Leadership Institute Scholar,  Ohio Department of Health            
Ohio State University Graduate School of Public Health 

2003 Faculty Award for Excellence in Legal Scholarship -University of Pittsburgh 
School of Law 

2002 Excellence for the Future Award, University of Pittsburgh School of Law 

2001 Health Sciences Fellowship - The Jewish Healthcare Foundation and CORO Center 
for Civic Leadership 

2000 – 2002 Law Journal Editorial Staff – Pittsburgh Journal of Technology, Law, and Policy. 
Membership extended due to strong academic performance.  University of 
Pittsburgh School of Law 

2000 Commendation for Leadership,  Ohio Governor Bob Taft 

1997 Individual Volunteerism Award - Mayor’s Task Force on Crime and Violence 
Prevention. Youngstown, Ohio 
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PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
Teaching 

Date(s) Type of Teaching Title 
Feb. 2009 
 

Guest Lecturer                                               
University of Pittsburgh School of Law 

Emergency Preparedness and 
Disaster Law 

Jan. – May 2009 Course Instructor HPM 2131: Public Health Law  

Aug. – Dec. 2008 Course Instructor   HPM 2130: Health Law and 
Ethics 

July, 2008 Course Instructor HPM 2132: Emergency and 
Disaster Preparedness Law 

Jan – May  2008 Course Instructor HPM 2131: Public Health Law  

Aug. – Dec. 2007 Course Instructor   HPM 2130: Health Law and 
Ethics 

Sept. – Dec. 2006 Course Instructor   HPM 2130: Health Law and 
Ethics 

Sept. 25, 2006 Guest Lecturer 
University of Pittsburgh School of Law 

Legal Preparedness for 
Pandemic Influenza 

June 7, 2006 Guest Lecturer 
University of Pittsburgh                                   
Graduate School of Public Health 
Bioterrorism Preparedness Certificate Program 

Public Health Legal Authority 

Feb. 20, 2006 Guest Lecturer 
University of Pittsburgh                                   
Graduate School of Public Health 
PUBHLT 2008 

Legal Authority for Isolation 
and Quarantine 

Jan.- April 2005 Course Instructor PUBHLT 2008 
Capstone course 

Feb. 2005 Guest Lecturer 
University of Pittsburgh                                        
Graduate School of Public Health 
Bioterrorism Preparedness Certificate Program 

Public Health Legal Authority 

Aug. - Dec. 2004 Assistant Lecturer  PUBHLT 2008 
Capstone course 

May – Aug. 2004 Course content consultant 
GSPH Capstone Course 

PUBHLT 2008 
Capstone Course 
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Date(s) Type of Teaching Title 
Feb. 2004 
 

Guest Lecturer 
University of Pittsburgh                                   
Graduate School of Public Health 
Bioterrorism Preparedness Certificate Program 

Public Health Legal Authority 

Jan. 2004 Course content consultant 
Bioterrorism Preparedness Certificate Course 

Bioterrorism Preparedness –
Legal Authority 

Oct. 2003 Course content consultant 
Public health practice management course 

Public Health Legal Authority  

Oct. 2003 Guest Lecturer 
University of Pittsburgh                                     
Graduate School of Public Health 
Bioterrorism Preparedness Certificate Program  

Bioterrorism Preparedness – 
Legal Authority 

Jan. 2003 Guest Lecturer 
University of Pittsburgh                                  
Graduate School of Public Health 
Capstone Course 

Public Health Legal Authority 

 
Mentoring of Graduate Students  

Dates Name of Student Degree/Program Description Field Site 
 

Spring 
2009 

Melissa Clutter Master’s Essay Committee -     
Primary Advisor 

MHA Essay 

Fall 2008 Caleb Wallace Master’s Essay Committee -     
Primary Advisor 

MPH Essay 

Spring 
2007 

Justin Broward Master’s Essay  Committee -    
Primary Advisor 

MHA Essay 

May – 
Aug. 2007 

Andrea Phillips JD/MPH 
Field placement 

Pennsylvania Attorney 
Generals Office and the 
Pennsylvania Department of 
Health 

Dec. 2006 Caleb Wallace JD/MPH 
Field placement 

University of Pittsburgh Center 
for Public Health Preparedness 

Fall 2007 
 
Summer 
2006 

Jennifer 
Geiselhart 

JD/MPH  
Field placement 
Public health workforce  study and  
PA Public Health Law Benchbook 

University of Pittsburgh Center 
for Public Health Practice 
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Dates Name of Student Degree/Program Description Field Site 

May – 
Aug. 2006 

Heather Bednarik JD/MPH  
Field placement  

Health Law Clinic University 
of Pittsburgh School of Law 

Spring 
2006 
Fall 2005 

Diane Downie MPH Infectious Disease and 
Microbiology  
Research Assistant –                    
Public health workforce study  

University of Pittsburgh Center 
for Public Health Practice 

Summer, 
Spring  
2006 
Fall 2005 

David Previtte JD/MPH candidate  
Field placement and Graduate 
Student Researcher – Department 
of Health Policy and Management 

University of Pittsburgh Center 
for Public Health Preparedness 

Summer  
2005 

Michelle Urban  Master of Public Health   
Field placement 
Department of Epidemiology   
University of Pittsburgh Graduate 
School of Public Health  

University of Pittsburgh Center 
for Public Health Practice 

Summer 
2005 

Laura Helsing Master of Public Health   
Field placement 
Department of Epidemiology  
University of Pittsburgh Graduate 
School of Public Health 

University of Pittsburgh Center 
for Public Health Practice 

Spring 
and 
Summer 
2005 

David Previtte JD/MPH candidate  
Field placement and Graduate 
Student Researcher  
University of Pittsburgh Graduate 
School of Public Health and 
University of Pittsburgh  School of 
Law  

University of Pittsburgh Center 
for Public Health Preparedness 

2004-2005 
Academic 
year 

Angela Danielle 
Iuliano 

Graduate Student Researcher PhD 
Candidate – Epidemiology  

University of Pittsburgh Center 
for Public Health Practice 

Summer 
2004 

Tammy Huskey Master of Legal Studies  
Field placement 

University of Pittsburgh Center 
for Public Health Preparedness 
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Research Activities 

Project Role 
and Dates 

Grant and/or Contract 
Title 

Source Annual Direct 
Costs 

% 
Effort 

10/15/08-
8/1/09 
Principal 
Investigator 

Legal Constraints for 
Pandemic 
Countermeasure 
Dispensing  

Pennsylvania Department 
of Health 
 

$25,000 5% 

9/1/08 – 
8/31/13 
Project Lead 
Investigator 

Preparedness Emergency 
Response Research 
Centers – Legal and 
Ethical Indicators for 
Public Health System 
Response 

Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 

$200,000 per 
year 

35% 

9/1/07 – 8/8/09 
Law Program 
Co-Director 

Center for Public Health 
Preparedness-  
Preparedness Law 
Programs 

Health Resources Service 
Administration and the 
Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 

$150,000  
($800,000) 

25% 

1/1/08 – 
12/31/08 
Principal 
Investigator 

Testing Continuity of 
Operations Plans for 
Pennsylvania Courts – 
Exercise Planning 

Administrative Office of 
the Pennsylvania   Courts 

 

$18,000 5% 

1/1/07 – 
12/31/07 
Principal 
Investigator 

Continuity of Operations 
Planning for 
Pennsylvania Courts 

Administrative Office of 
the Pennsylvania   Courts 

 

$25,000 5% 

7/1/06 – 
12/31/06 
Co-PI 

Public Health Leadership 
Institute Additional 
Award –Pandemic 
Influenza Preparedness 
Training for School 
Disaster Response Teams  
 

Ohio State University 
Center for Public Health 
Preparedness and the 
Ohio Department of 
Health 

 
 
 

In-kind .5% 

8/31/06 - 
12/31/07 
Principal 
Investigator  

Pennsylvania Public 
Health Law Bench Book  

Administrative Office of 
the Pennsylvania   Courts 

$50,000 5% 

6/15/05 – 
8/31/05 
Co-PI 

Public Health Leadership 
Institute Additional 
Award – Preparedness  

Ohio State University 
Center for Public Health 
Preparedness and the 

$8,000 .5% 
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 Training for School 
Disaster Response Teams 
 

Ohio Dept.  Health 

9/1/04 – 2/3/05 
Co-PI 

Public Health Leadership 
Institute Project Award – 
School Nurse 
Bioterrorism 
Preparedness Training  
 

Ohio State University 
Center for Public Health 
Preparedness and the 
Ohio Department of 
Health 

$10,000 .5% 
 
 
 
 

7/1/04 – 
12/31/06 
Principal 
Investigator 

Public Health Workforce 
Recruitment, Retention, 
and Promotion in the 
Civil Service System 

Pfizer Faculty Scholar 
Award in Public Health 

$130,000 60% 

9/1/03 – 
8/31/07 
Law Program 
Co-Director 

Center for Public Health 
Preparedness- 
Preparedness Law 
Programs 
 

Health Resources Service 
Administration and the 
Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 

$200,000/ year 
($1,100,000/year)

35% 

7/1/04 – 
5/31/06 
Principal 
Investigator 

Strategic Medical 
Intelligence 
 

UPMC Center for 
Biosecurity 

 15% 

1999 – 2000 
Principal 
Investigator 

Youth Group Focus 
Project 

US Office of Criminal 
Justice Services – Ohio 
Department of Youth 
Services 

$20,000 
(approx.) 

10% 

 
Content Expert  

Years Inclusive Grant and/or Contract 
Number and Title 

Source Annual Direct 
Costs 

% 
Effort 

7/2006 – 7/2007 Creating a County Health 
Department in 
Northampton County  - 
Legal analysis 

Two Rivers Foundation $ 20,000 5% 

9/1/00 – 
8/31/05 
 

Pennsylvania and Ohio 
Public Health Training 
Center 
 
 

Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention and 
the Association of Schools 
of Public Health 

$333,000 5% 
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Program / Project Chair 

Years Inclusive Grant and/or Contract 
Number and Title 

Source Annual 
Direct Costs 

% 
Effort 

2000 – 2004 Implementing the 
Comprehensive Strategy 
for Serious, Violent and 
Chronic Juvenile 
Offenders 

US Department of Justice 
Office of Juvenile Justice 
and Delinquency 
Programs 

$ 50,000 
(approx.) 

20% 

1995 - 1999 Community Health 
Planning in Mahoning 
County: 
Assessment Protocol for 
Excellence in Public 
Health APEX- PH 

Mahoning County Board 
of Health  

$30,000 
(approx.) 

20% 

 
Invited Lectureships and Major Seminars Related to my Research 

Date Title of Presentation Venue 
Nov. 2009 
scheduled 

Legal and Ethical Issues 
Impacting Emergency 
Preparedness and Response 
within vulnerable Populations 

American Public Health Association 
Annual Meeting 

Philadelphia , PA 

May 11-14, 
2009 

Public Health Law and Science: 
A Conference for Judges  

Judicial Conference sponsored by 
UPCPHP in collaboration with The 
Administrative Office of PA Courts, the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
and the National Judicial College, and the 
Bureau of Justice Affairs 

Pennsylvania State University, State 
College, PA 

Dec. 3, 2008 Emergency Preparedness Law Pennsylvania Legal Preparedness 
Conference  
Philadelphia, PA 

Nov. 2008 Local Governments: Critical 
Partners in Pennsylvania’s Public 
Health Infrastructure 

American Public Health Association 
Annual Meeting – Peer-reviewed 
presentation 
San Diego, CA 

June 6, 2008 State Public Health Law and 
Municipal Codes: Using existing 
law to strengthen the public 
health infrastructure in 
Pennsylvania 

Academy Health Public Health Systems 
Research Interest Group.  
Peer–reviewed poster presentation 
Washington, DC 
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Date Title of Presentation Venue 

April 22, 2008 Public Health Preparedness – 
Legal Implications 

Pennsylvania Preparedness Leadership 
Institute 
State College, PA 

Feb. 11, 2008 Public Health Preparedness – 
Legal Implications 

Pennsylvania Preparedness Leadership 
Institute 
Pittsburgh, PA 

Nov – Dec. 
2007 

Continuity of Operations 
Planning for Pennsylvania Courts 

Lectures and tutorials for the 
Administrative Office of Pennsylvania 
Courts. State College, Scranton, 
Williamsport, Mechanicsburg,, Pittsburgh, 
Clarion, and Philadelphia, PA 

Nov. 7, 2007 State courts and public health: 
Building partnerships to enhance 
preparedness in Pennsylvania 

Peer reviewed scientific session 
American Public Health Association 
Annual Meeting 
Washington, DC 

 

Nov. 6, 2007 Legal Preparedness for Public 
Health Emergencies: Public 
Health and the Judiciary – 
Partners in Pennsylvania 

Peer reviewed scientific session 
American Public Health Association 
Annual Meeting 

Oct. 19, 2007 Taking the Health Law Career 
Path 

Annual Health Law Student Conference  
American Society of Law, Medicine and 
Ethics 
Pittsburgh, PA 

Sept. 8, 2007 Legal Preparedness for the Courts 
and the Public Health System in 
an Emergency  

NOVA Southeaster University School of 
Osteopathic Medicine Center for 
Bioterrorism and All-Hazards Preparedness 

June, 2007 Advancing Legal Competencies 
for Public Health Emergency 
Preparedness  

ASLME/CDC /Public Health Law 
Association Annual meeting.. Atlanta, GA 

June 2, 2007 Civil Service Laws: Friend or Foe 
to State Health Departments 

Academy Health. Public Health System 
Research Meeting.  Orlando Florida. Peer–
reviewed presentation  

April 5, 2007 Legal Preparedness for Public 
Health Emergencies 

NYU Law School NY, NY 

March 31, 2007 Constitutional and Jurisdictional 
Issues in Pennsylvania Public 
Health Emergency Response 

National Conference: Preserving Evidence, 
Saving Lives. The Role of Forensic 
Science, Medicine and the Law in Mass 
Disaster Response. Pittsburgh, PA 
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Date Title of Presentation Venue 

Nov. 7, 2006 Essential Communication in the 
Context of Bioterrorism 

American Public Health Association 
annual meeting 
Boston, MA 

Nov. 6, 2006 
 

Public Health Workforce 
Recruitment, Retention and 
Promotion in the Civil Service 
System 

American Public Health Association 
annual meeting 
Boston, MA 

Oct. 5, 2006 Pandemic Influenza Legal 
Preparedness 

Legal and Medical Issues Forum 

Ohio Trumbull County Probate Court 
Warren, OH 

July 28, 2006 
 

Local Health Departments and 
Universities – School Nurse 
Emergency Preparedness 

National Association of City and County 
Health Officials Annual Meeting  San 
Antonio, TX 

July 24, 2006  Public Health Preparedness – 
Legal Issues 

Pennsylvania Preparedness Leadership 
Institute   Erie, PA 

July 13, 2006  
 

Public Health Legal Preparedness 
for Pandemic Influenza  

The American Association of Nurse 
Attorneys – (TAANA)  

June 25, 2006 
 

Public Health Workforce 
Recruitment, Retention and 
Promotion in the Civil Service 
System 

Academy Health Annual Research 
Meeting, 
Seattle, WA 

June 20, 2006 
 

Public Health Preparedness – 
Legal Issues 

Get Ready 2006- Emergency Preparedness 
Enclave 
Lehigh Carbon Community College 
Schnecksville, PA  

May 31, 2006 Pennsylvania Legal Preparedness 
for Pandemic Influenza  

Allegheny County Surge Capacity 
Planning Team 
Emergency Operations Center Pittsburgh, 
PA 

April 24,  2006 Public Health Preparedness – 
Legal Implications 

Pennsylvania Preparedness Leadership 
Institute  Reading, PA 

March 23, 2006   Public Health Workforce 
Recruitment, Retention and 
Promotion in the Civil Service 
System 

Partnerships for Progress – Pfizer Medical 
Futures Forum 
New York, NY 

March 20, 2006 Public Health Preparedness – 
Legal Implications 

Pennsylvania Preparedness Leadership 
Institute  Carlisle, PA 
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Date Title of Presentation Venue 

Feb. 26/27, 
2006 

Invited Participant: Public Health 
Law Bench Book Workshop 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
Atlanta, GA 
 
 

Dec. 12, 2005 
 

Preparedness for public health 
emergencies in Pennsylvania: The 
legal and policy implications 

American Public Health Association 
Annual Meeting 
Philadelphia, PA 

Dec. 6, 2005 Emergency Preparedness policy 
implications  

Legislative Briefing, Pennsylvania State 
Capital. Harrisburg, PA 

Aug.22, 2005 Public Health Preparedness – 
Legal Implications 

Pennsylvania Preparedness Leadership 
Institute   Danville, PA 

July 25, 2005 Public Health Preparedness – 
Legal Implications 

Pennsylvania Preparedness Leadership 
Institute    Brookville, PA 

March 23, 2005 Public Health Workforce 
Recruitment, Retention and 
Promotion in the Civil Service 
System 

Partnerships for Progress – Pfizer Medical 
Futures Forum 
New York, NY 

Nov. 8, 2004 Role of Litigation in Improving 
Public Health- Reducing 
childhood lead hazard exposure 
through enhanced regulatory 
enforcement    

American Public Health Association 
Annual Meeting. Washington, DC 

October 14, 
2004 

Public Health Preparedness – 
Legal Implications  

Pennsylvania Public Health Association 
Annual meeting. Philadelphia, PA  

April 16, 2004 Lessons Learned Through 
Comprehensive Strategy 

Peer-reviewed paper presentation 
 

Nov., 2003 Preventing Childhood Lead 
Poisoning: Improving Local 
Outcomes 

Mahoning County and Youngstown Health 
Commissioners 
Paper presentation 

Oct. 27, 2003 Emergency Preparedness and 
Response – Legal Perspectives 

Pennsylvania Preparedness Leadership 
Institute Presentation 

Oct. 17, 2003 Public Health Legal Authority Pennsylvania Public Health Association 
annual meeting 
Presentation 

 

May, 2001 The Mahoning County Strategic 
Plan for Youth and Families 

Family and Children First Council  
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Date Title of Presentation Venue 

Dec., 2000 The Mahoning County Strategic 
Plan for Youth and Families 

Mahoning County Family and Children 
First Council annual meeting 
Report presentation 

Nov., 2000 Utilizing the Comprehensive 
Strategy for Serious, Violent, and 
Chronic Juvenile Offenders 

Ohio Department of Youth Services annual 
meeting 
Paper presentation 

June, 2000 Healthy Valley 2000 Plan to 
Reduce Violent Deaths and the 
Mahoning County Strategic Plan 
for Youth and Families 

Medical Professional Advisory Panel – 
Humility of Mary Health Partners  
 
 

March, 2000 The Mahoning County Strategic 
Plan for Youth and Families 

A presentation for Ohio Governor, Bob 
Taft and Ohio legislators  

 
Other Research and Training Activities 

Date Position Description of Activity 

November 3, 
2006 

Leader – Pandemic influenza 
Table-top exercise  

Conducted a table top exercise for school 
pandemic influenza preparedness planning 
training program. (130 participants) 
Youngstown, OH  

February 26/27, 
2006 

Invited Participant The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention -  Public Health Law Bench 
Book Workshop Atlanta, GA 

Nov. 2005 Co-PI   Delivered school nurse and school disaster 
team training in incident command for 15 
teams (100 participants) representing 
schools in northeast OH 

06/01/05 – 
12/31/05 

Law Program Co-Director Assessing preparedness planning needs 
and directing the development of a 
Courthouse Bioterror/Biohazard 
Preparedness planning document for the 
Administrative office of the Pennsylvania 
Court 

09/01/04 – 
12/31/05 

Project Coordinator  Providing oversight for a study being 
conducted to identify performance based 
benchmarks for disease outbreak detection 
and containment for public health 
workforce training 
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Jan., 2004 – 
Sept., 2004 

Ohio Public Health Leadership 
Institute Scholar team project 

Conducted an assessment of school nurse 
bioterrorism preparedness competencies 
in three Northeast Ohio counties  

 
PUBLICATIONS 

Articles under peer-review 

Sweeney, P., Civil Service Laws: Friend or Foe of State Public Health Departments.  
 

Refereed Articles 
 
Gebbie, K., Hodge, J, Koo, D., Sweeney, P., et. al., Improving Competencies for Public Health 
Emergency Legal Preparedness. The National Action Agenda for Public Health Legal 
Preparedness. CDC 2007 Public Health Law Conference. Journal of Law Medicine and Ethics 
36:1. Supplement Spring 2008. 
 

Potter, Margaret A., Sweeney, Patricia M., Iuliano, Angela D., Allswede, Michael, P., “The 
Evidence Base for Performance Standards in the Detection and Containment of Infectious Disease  
Outbreaks,” Journal of Public Health Management and Practice,  2007, 13(5): 510-518. 
 

Mosca, Nancy W., Sweeney, Patricia M., Hazy, John. “Assessing School Nurse Bioterrorism 
Training Needs,” Journal of Public Health Management and Practice.   November (Supp), 2005, 
S38-S44. 
 
Potter, Margaret A., Sweeney, Patricia M., Thomas, Clarke T., Miller, Terry, Gurley, T., 
“Connecting the Silos,” Journal of Public Health Management and Practice.  November (Supp), 
2005, S50 –S56. 

 
Invited Articles 

P.M. Sweeney. Global Health and National Health Disparities. Health Care Law Monthly.  
November, 2001.  7-17.  

 
Books and Book Chapters 

Sweeney, P., Gebbie, K., and Tilson, H., Public Health Workforce. Principles of Public Health 
Practice 3rd Ed. Clifton Park, NY: Thompson Publishers Delmar Learning. Expected publication 
Spring, 2009.  

 
Research Reports and Published Documents 

Legal Preparedness Toolkit for Pennsylvania Local Health Departments. Morris Chatta, R., 
Sweeney, P, Ferrel Bjerke, E., July, 2009.   
Principal investigator, co-author, editor.  



Patricia M Sweeney 
CV062509 
 

 16

Antiviral Distribution by Pennsylvania Licensed Health Care Practitioners: An anlysis of the 
Legal Issues. Morris Chatta, R., Sweeney, P. Deery, D., March 2009.    
Principal investigator, co-author, editor.  

State Court Continuity of Operations Plan Exercise Training Template. Sweeney, P.  December 
2008.  
Principal investigator, co-author and editor. 

State Court Continuity of Operations Planning Template. Sweeney, P.  October, 2007.  
Principal investigator, major contributor and Principal editor. 

Pennsylvania Public Health Law Bench Book. Sweeney, P.  February 2007 and July 2009 
Principal investigator, major contributor and Principal editor.   

Courthouse Preparedness for Public Health Emergencies- Critical Issues for Bioterror/Biohazard 
Preparedness Planning.  Developed at the request of and in collaboration with the Administrative 
Office of the Pennsylvania Courts (AOPC), the Judicial Education Committee of the Supreme 
Court of Pennsylvania and the University of Pittsburgh’s Center for Rural Health Practice.  
Sweeney, P.,  Research project coordinator, taskforce member, and Principal editor of the report. 

Rural Emergency Preparedness: What all Rural Responders Must Know About  Public Health 
Emergencies. University of Pittsburgh Center for Public Health  
Preparedness and Center for Rural Health Practice.  
Sweeney, P., Primary author Chapter 5: Powers and Authorities (Legal Issues) 

Status Report. Preparedness for Health Emergencies in Pennsylvania: Implications for Public 
Policy. University of Pittsburgh Institute of Politics and Center for Public Health Preparedness. 
March, 2005.  
Sweeney, P.,  Contributor.  

Sweeney, Patricia M., Preventing Childhood Lead Poisoning: Improving Local Outcomes. April, 
2003.     

 The Comprehensive Strategy Community Planning Team. The Mahoning County Comprehensive 
Strategy for Youth and Families. May 2000. Accessible at www.compstrat.org   
Sweeney, P.,  Program co-director and contributing author. 

Healthy Valley 2000. Community Health Plan. May 1998. Accessible at http://www.mahoning-
health.org/valley2000.htm  
Sweeney, P., Program vice-chair and contributing author. 

Healthy Valley Violent Deaths Subcommittee Reducing Violent Deaths in Mahoning County. 
January 1998. Edited and abridged version accessible at http://www.mahoning-
health.org/Valley2000/deaths.htm.  
Sweeney, P., Committee chair and report author. 
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Professional Service 
Dates  
April 2009 AcademyHealth Student Proposal Reviewer  

Dec. 2008 - 2010 Appointed to Statewide Pennsylvania Intergovernmental Commission  

March 2008 - 
2010 

Member: Robert Wood Johnson Public Health Practice Based Network 
National Advisory Committee 

Aug. 2006 – Aug. 
2008 

Member: Pfizer Medical and Academic Partnerships National Advisory 
Board 

Sept. 2006 Grant Proposal Peer Reviewer:  
Public Health System Research Proposals to Academy Health HCFO and 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  

June 2004 – 
present  

Peer Reviewer: 
American Journal of Public Health 

Dec. 6, 2005 Legislative Briefing. Pennsylvania State Capital, Harrisburg, PA  
Presentation: Preparedness for public health emergencies in Pennsylvania: 
The policy implications 

Jan., 2004 Legislative briefing regarding proposed health ordinance.  
Youngstown, Ohio  

2003 - present Advisor to Youngstown/Mahoning Valley United Way Community Impact 
Team –  Youngstown, Ohio  

2000 - 2003 Medical Professional Advisory Panel for Handgun Violence Prevention. 
Humility of Mary Health Partners. 
Youngstown, Ohio.  
Advisor to community based violence prevention program 

 
University Service 

Year(s) Position and Organization Type of Service 
 

2007 – present GSPH Safety Committee Member 
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2006 - present GSPH Health Policy and Management 

Department Community Service/Service 
Learning Committee  

Member 

2006 - present Director GSPH and School of Law  JD/MPH 
joint degree program 

 Appointed 

2005- present Advisor Pittsburgh Journal of 
Environmental and Public Health Law.  

Faculty Advisor  

Community Service - 

Year(s) Position and Organization Type of Service 
 

June 2004 – 
present 

The William Swanston Charitable Fund 
and the William Swanston Children’s 
Home 

Trustee appointed by 
Mahoning County Court of 
Common Pleas -Probate 
Division 

2004 - present American Diabetes Association Fund drive volunteer 
 

2002-2004 The Jewish Healthcare Foundation and 
CORO Center for Civic Leadership Health 
Sciences Fellowship Advisory Committee 
Pittsburgh, PA 

Provide advisory support for 
fellowship content, 
recruitment, and fellow 
selection 

1999 - present Healthy Valley Alliance. Board of Health, 
Mahoning County General Health District  
President 1999 – 2000. Violent Deaths 
Subcommittee Chair 1999 – present 

Implementing the Mahoning 
County Community Health 
Plan  
 

1995-1998 Healthy Valley 2000 Commission for 
Community Health.  
A community based voluntary 
collaborative of key community health 
stakeholders.  
Mahoning County, Ohio 
Served as Co-director 1996-1998 
Violent Deaths Subcommittee Chair  
1996- 1998 

Utilizing the Assessment 
Protocol for Excellence in 
Public Health(APEXPH), 
directed a multi-disciplinary 
team of 30 community 
volunteers to conduct a 
community health assessment  

1998 - 2005 Comprehensive Strategy Advisory 
Committee.  
Mahoning County Court of Common Pleas 
– Juvenile Division and the Mahoning 
County Children and Family first Council 
Youngstown, Ohio 
Advisory Committee Chair 2000 - 2003 

Assessed community services 
for youth and families. 
Created a strategic plan to 
reduce targeted problem 
adolescent behaviors. 
Currently implementing 
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strategic plan 

1998 - 2000 Mayor’s Task Force on Crime and 
Violence Prevention 
Youngstown, Ohio 

Advisory panel for mayor and 
city council regarding crime 
and violence prevention  

1999 -2001 Youngstown/Mahoning Valley United 
Way Legacy Committee 
Mahoning County, Ohio 
Charter Member 

Initiated a planned giving 
program 

1997 - 2000 The Youngstown Foundation Hine Family 
Memorial Fund for Children with 
Disabilities.  
Advisory Committee member 
Youngstown, Ohio 
 

Evaluated fund recipient 
services in relationship to 
stated goals. Made fund 
distribution determinations. 

1996 - 2000 Youngstown/Mahoning Valley United 
Way 
Mahoning County, Ohio 
Fund distribution committee 
Panel co-chair 1999, 2000 
 

Evaluated fund recipient 
services in relationship to 
stated goals. Made fund 
distribution determinations. 

1990 - present Muscular Dystrophy Association Fund drive volunteer 
 
 

1989 - 1992 Hospice of the Valley 
Youngstown, Ohio 
Board member Vice-president 1991-1992 
 

Board of Directors 

1986 - 1989 Junior League of Youngstown 
Youngstown, Ohio 
Training Committee member 
Train the Trainer Certification 1987 
 

Community service 

1980 - 1986 Poland Junior Women’s Club 
President 1984,1985 
Safety Village Chair 1984, 1985 

Community service 

1990 - present Muscular Dystrophy Association Fund drive volunteer 
 

1989 - 1998 Poland Presbyterian Church 
Poland, Ohio 

Sunday School Teacher, 
Human sexuality instructor, 
youth group leader, mission 
trip adult leader 
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